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ee TRAINING OF EXTENSION PERSONNEL 10 MEET PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS / 
_ (2) Undergraduate Preparation of the Home Demonstration Agent -* 


er Re, a at eh . By Margaret Justin 
ae Dean, School of Home Economics 
any: Ree bese ly Kansas State College 
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a ee ite pattern of education now followed by home demonstration agents was. 
i, _ sketched: in its broad outlines with the establishment of the first curriculums 
a domestic economy, as the forerunner of present day home economics was termed, 
. In 1873, when President John A. Anderson, of Kansas State College, first pro~ 
. Biotinced his plans for the new 5~year woman's course in domestic economy, and 
in on through the months in. which it took definite form, one of the basic concepts 
mS the new ee Geen plan was that it would provide for tmaking a life as well 
as making a living." To that end, the allotment of time among college courses 
_ was set up as one ‘third of the time to general courses, such as rhetoric, 
ie literature, history and logic; one third to the tool courses, such as chemistry, 
aay > 3 Be erat ics. botany, and natural science: and one third to courses in the new 

; field of Gorivettc economy, It may be recalled that college courses in the. early 


7 1 seventies did not hold to the completion of a 4~year high school course as an 
 f admission requirement, The 5-year course was inclusive of all preparation for 
“a the BoS. degree, — : af | 
? Today, the division of the student's time for the 4 years of high school and 
the 4 yéars: of college will show that at least as much of her time is being spent 
ein the study of "tool courses and general courses" as was stipulated in the 
beginning, ‘Ample provision for general education is as old as the earliest 
traditions of home economics. and continues as part of present-day plans forthe 
_ undergraduate preparation of the home demonstration agents in those schools that 
have adhered to the early traditions of this field--which would include most, 
mato not alt, of. the land-grant colleges and universities, Whether or not the 
tool courses are now taught as tool courses for persons not majoring in these 
- various fields is a question which might well be ‘considered by college adminis— 
 trators, along with the pertinent one as to whether or not the inclusion of 
~Ngeneral courses" inevitably or even generally provides the desired general 
- education. The first point to be stressed is that, inherent in the traditions 
and present pians for the undergraduate preparation of the home demonstration 
agent, is the concept that adequate allotment of hours should be made for ‘such - 

courses as would provide the contribution each college or university has been. 
ready to make to the general education of home economics students. along with. 
ae other students. — | 
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pit Certain of the objectives of general education phrased in the recent report 
of the President's Commission on Higher Education. were included in the goals for... 
the woman's course in domestic. economy as planned in 1873-75, and hence for a | He 
Ay ete Ny, aaah eer n major Pontes of focus: dn courses in home. ECONOMICS» rae dt 
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as in the early seventies, major contributions to general © adenine are 
by schools and departments of home economics in. that Boge of si eduen 
directed toward these objectives; — ) % aan PEN 


"1, To develop for the regulation of one?s personal and- civic life ac 
of behavior based on ethical ae he ns cons ea with democrat 
ideals, bike! . a et , 


12, To participate actively as an informed and responsible citizen in. 
solving the social, economic, and political problems of one’s co: 
State, and Nation, \ | 1 


J Pa To recognize te LS ae and cage of the different: ‘peoples: of the 
; and one's personal responsibility for fostering international un 


_ standing and peace, 


i4,. To understand the common Dnetonee in cnet? physical environnent , 

“ apply habits of scientific thought to both personal ‘and civic pro 

and to appreciate the implications of scientific discoveries for 
welfare. 


"5 To understrnd the ideas of others and to IEzDEeeS ones own effect 


#6, To attoin 3 a satisfactory ene iLO nas and social adjustnent. 


Megs 


WS EO Eoiesaw and improve onets own health and to cooperate activel 
and intelligently in ere community health problems. ras 


tBo Lo understand ana enjoy literature, ¢ art, music, and other cultura 
ote activities, as expressions of personal and social experience, and 
participate ideb some extent in some form of creative BGtI ys Bye A 


a To pcaies LE knowledge and Pe piaes basic toa sebiotying : fom 


- H1E, To acquire and use the skills ag habits involved. in critical and ec 


present Sheers Yeness of alee! toward general event es 


The ee Ghavead eristic-—the plan for woman's boda ood announced » 
promulgator of the first.curriculum in domestic economy in the seventies wa, 
statement that the objectives of woman!s education differed in certain 
regards from those accepted for men, President Anderson termed the | new c 
-ulum in domestic economy tiprecisely fitted to meet wonan's needs, 7 
ties which he félt as to what these needs are is not on eares by our: ] 
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educational leaders serving. on. the President is Commission on Higher Education, 
Their statement. implies that. there. are differences, ‘Dut what. these are or the’ 
way . in, which they influence. the, general education deemed desirable is not: ‘re- | 
ealed, . They state tersely,. and perhaps grimly, that "The e@lucation of women is” 
subject with which college administrators must cope," The definition. rsh ae plays 
cope" is given as "to treat fairly, justly and equitably! which makes their 
statement. reassuring, . if not. enlightening} Home economists hold that woman!s 
role in our society offers important clues as to additional objectives deserving 
consideration in her general education, The statement of Mary Beard as to’ 
woman s concern in. any society is right to the point, She says, "Woman has 

_ always: ‘been acting. and. thinking, | intuitively, and rationally for weal or for woe, 
at. the center. of life-—where operations are carried ° on for the care and pro~ . 

- tection. of life or where this fundamental cultural responsibility is discarded 

p aaely pursuit of self—interest,” If there is in all history any primordial. rope oid 
_ that force is -wonitn—continuer, protector, preserver of life," She continues, 
ep woman conceives her role. to\be,: if any at all, and how she regards civili- 
iy gee. ON. becone as. important ‘to the continuance of quality of civilization as are 
‘| her activities. in. every. ogre of socicty end SOO nOny a 


we Anthropologists tell us that women have a ‘athonk sense of meaning StL re-~- 

” Tatedness: that men have strong urges to exploration by land and sea and air and 
in the realms of matter and mind and also a desire for mastery sometimes manifest 
Pas aggression and war, If we canaccept the fact that men and women are 

oe different, we may be able to provide equivalent but not identical educational 
opportunity without the hurtful and unfair discount involved in the use of such 
terms as “emasculated courses or Nall right for MOREE Sie 


R 
on Lo a 
ee - The focus of the core curriculum in home economics is are on the needs 
ie eee woman as wonan, the conserver for society. If the home demonstration agent 
ie G aie a. woman, who expects to work with worien., such a focus: in her educational 


ee ercricnces is vastly. important. 


Lt a _The. thira point to be presented for your ate aane is that the eee 
oa: “demonstration agent expects to hold professional~ status as a ‘homie economist, 
aie This’ negessitates | the ificlusion of advanced ‘work in ‘several’ ‘lines: of home: 
Br economics through which” she nay attain the mastery" op basic subject matter, 
hs 4 understanding, and insight of the attitudes and _appréciations ether to 
oe "characterize a. home pete a apie . Maser TP 
e | The ‘fourth point’ ‘Gs that extension education is: Coed tone at ee ee na». 
_ Services to individual families, The curriculum must provide that hodieeouids 
in education necessary for professional status in this field, These will be 
different in part from the course pursued by teachers, yet will share in 
common objectives and goals, Psychology, social psychology, methods of home 
_Seonontes and the study of how we learn are essential, 


ta The fifth point is that the hone-—deions tration-agent--to—be must be prepared 
for the unique field of extension education, The goals sought for this phase 
im oF her education have been so fully detailed in the recent publication as to 
ie Require little further discussion, especially by someone whose extension 


background has become outdated, hoary with the passage of years. However, 


of hana economics and be taught by a Geli aauboeen riorboe: ale 
extension SS Preps Os ee erage in the field As: oe 


successful oh isnbatien to extension ponies Sis Roba she yt 


The sixth point is that the preparation of a Has denonstration « 
hours to contribute to. her perspective of the eokal ‘problem. of ‘rural fa 
Likewise, but outside my subject, the preparation of an agricultural a 
advantageously include three or four credit hours of home economies dir 
toward developing some understanding and appreciation of. the problems 

satisfying hone and family living. Lacking such background. on the par 
personnel, it is quite possible that the Extension Service may find its 
concern with families and family life wholly overlooked by agricul tur: 
who are well acu nan to direct farmers in thate st terts a of 
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To. buy nore Ona, Say gene 
To grow nore corn!!! 


and so on and on, and rat. are totally nihawre to sont babe: significantly t 
great goal | of enriched fanily Vite. ; ae} 


Courses in citizenship, sociology, economics, and ethics are increa 
recognized as meriting inclusion in the college preparation of men: and wo! 
paring for professional participation in the extension services, 


Over and above whatever subject natter these students. of ours ata 
matters greatly that their total college experience shall be. integrated: 
all courses within and without the field of specialization shall contribu 
the end that each individual shall have broad: and nature interests, social. 
than selfish iA Mee that they be able to recognize and. relate peeonet a 


profession, 


